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livery," a kind of freebooting, of which it was said, " that if it
had been practised in Hell, as it hath been in Ireland, it
had long since destroyed the very kingdom of Beelzebub V
Outside the Pale, spread what may be called the Anglo-
Irish region, that in which the Englishry, to a great extent
" degenerate," were intermixed with the Irishry only in part
conquered. This great tract, comprising, with some additions,
the eight shires of John, referred to before, formed the
counties now known as Wexford and Waterford, Carlow,
Kilkenny, Tipperary, Cork, Limerick, and a part of Kerry;
and stretched from the course of the Slaney to the mouth
of the Shannon, and thence to the hill ranges of the Bays
of Kenmare and Dingle. In Wexford, the south-eastern nook
of this land, the settlement founded by Fitzstephen had
become established; the mountains of Wicklow divided it
from the Pale; but it was a colony resembling that of the
Pale; its inhabitants, to this day, show scarcely any Celtic
blood. Along the southern coast, the counties of Cork and
Waterford were still largely peopled by men of English race,
ruled by the (descendants of Anglo-Norman lords; but the
Irishry had considerably encroached on their bounds, and
filled many of the inland districts, especially where these were
hill countries. Nearly all the remaining parts of the Anglo-
Irish territory were comprised in the numerous lordships of
the Butlers and of the Geraldine Desmonds, a far spreading
branch of the great House of Kildare, and exhibiting very
similar qualities. The Butlers were the feudal lords of a
Baronage, largely of Norman and English origin, and of a
population of settlers still, in part, English; but association
with the aboriginal race had had its effects in their vast domains;
the sons of many of the colonists had become "degenerate";
some of the early colonies had disappeared; and the Irishry,
pressing in on the conquerors in their midst, had impregnated
1 Davies 229, 30.